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GAA INJURY BENEFIT FUND - CLAIMS REPORTING

he GAA's Injury Benefit Fund
applies to current registered
Players as per the Official Guide
who play on a team registered
with the GAA Injury Benefit Fund, who
incur accidental bodily injury while
playing Hurling, Gaelic Football, Handball
or Rounders’ only, either In the course
of an official competitive Fixture or an
Official Sanctioned challenge match
or the course of an official supervised
training session.

The Injury Fund is not an Insurance Scheme
as payments from the fund come directly
from GAA funds. It is only in place to
provide cover for unrecoverable losses up
to the limits specified in the GAA Injury
Benefit Fund Summary document which
should be referred to at all times. The
playing of our national games involves
the risk of Injury and it is each individual
registered player’s responsibility to
familiarise themselves with the terms and
benefits of the GAA Injury Benefit Fund.

It is now compulsory to log all Player Injury Claims online at the following address -

https://gaa.willis.ie

This is all clubs step-by-step guide for
registering, logging in and completing the
online claim form.

Registering

Any club that has not registered must go
to https://gaa.willis.ie as above. On the
home page, under the sections for logging
in, there are 2 options — ‘Forgot Your
Password’ and ‘Register New User’.

Click on ‘Register New User’.

Fill in the club details required. Please note
—owing to data protection an official club

email address must be used (secretary.
club.county®gaa.ie).

Once all details have been entered and
registered you will be requested to check
your email account for an activation email.
This email will contain a link which you
must click on to complete your registration.

Logging In

Now that your account is registered and
activated, you will be redirected to the
original homepage on https://gaa.willis.ie.
On this screen, enter the club email
address and password you choose at the
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registration. Tick the box to confirm you
accept the Terms & Conditions and click
‘Log In’.

There is a link for the Terms & Conditions
on this screen. Please take the time to read
these when registering.

Don’t worry if you have forgotten your
password, you can now reset it yourself

by clicking the ‘Forgot Your Password’,
entering your club email and using the
re-activation link which will be sent to your
email account.

Registering A Claim - All injury claims
must be notified within 60 days of the
date of injury

Once logged in, your home screen will show
all previous claims logged online by your
club. Ifthis is your first-time logging in your
screen will be blank except for the options
at the top - ‘“+Add New Claim’ and ‘Export
to Excel’.

To register a new claim, click the ‘+Add
New Claim option at the top left of the
screen and complete all of the requested
information.

Once all details have been inputted you will
receive a 4-digit web reference which must
be put on all documentation sent to Willis
Towers Watson in relation to the claim.

What Happens Next?
Once the claim is online, Willis Towers
Watson will review the details and

Your County Secretary will then log
in, review the claim details online and
acknowledge the claim.

This will move the claim from “County
Secretary Approval” to “Documents
Required” allowing you to go into the
claim and download the documents which
must be provided to Willis Towers Watson
for assessment. This replaces the letter
Willis Towers Watson would have issued
acknowledging receipt of a paper claim
notification.

*Please note, copies of all documents are
available for download under the ‘Library’

Further Information

tab on the top right hand side of the screen.
Documents can be scanned and uploaded
to the ‘Attachments’ section of the claim
record. This allows the claims assessors to
pre-assess the documents however original
copies of all the documents required must
be received by the Willis Towers Watson
office prior to payment being issued.

Club Claims Records

As previously noted, there is the option to
download the list of the clubs online claims
by choosing the ‘Export Excel’ option on the
main screen.

This allows clubs to keep an offline record
of their claims on an excel which can be
updated once they have received payments
and issued payments to players.

The Future

Much future development is planned for
the Online application in that as we see it
as a very important tool in assisting club
officers manage the club’s Injury fund
claims and also in particular, it will assist
new into the role who will be able to see all
claims at a glance as opposed to currently
been handed a load of paperwork.

acknowledge the claim, changing the
status from “Willis Approval” to “County
Secretary Approval”.

A full on-line training manual is available on the Library section of the application and also by contacting Ciara Clarke, GAA Injury Fund Manager,
email ciara.clarke@gaa.ie phone 01 819 2347
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‘TOUR DE THURLES’ RAISES €25,000

n April 2017, the idea for ‘Tour de

Thurles’ was born. The ‘Tour de Thurles’

cycle was a GAA and Croke Park staff led

initiative which brought staff members
166kms from Croke Park to the birthplace
of the GAA; Hayes Hotel in Thurles, Co.

Tipperary.

On September 28, 2017 the five-county
spin was completed and a phenomenal
€25,000 in sponsorship was raised for the
GAA’s five official charities: The Alzheimer
Society of Ireland, Asthma Society of Ireland,
Breakthrough Cancer Research, Cystic
Fibrosis Ireland, and Make A Wish Ireland.

The event was in keeping with the GAA’s
‘Aims and Ethos’ outlined in the GAA Official
Guide, as it sought to “promote community
spirit” and act as a leading light to GAA
clubs nationwide. The event needed to be
fitness/health based, but also achievable
and enjoyable from a social aspect. Event
Organiser, Kevin Sexton said he “also wanted
to strengthen staff relations, promote healthy
activities and encourage camaraderie along
the way”

On the 30th of January 2018, a gathering was
held in Croke Park where €5000 was donated
to each of the five charities by Ard Stitrthdir,
Mr. Paraic Duffy, who said the initiative
showed a great a level of leadership and

compassion on part of the GAA staff - that
was very much in keeping with the GAA’s core
values. He also acknowledged how important
it is for the GAA to raise awareness for the
official charities and expressed confidence

in the staff committee to continue to work
closely with them to achieve their goals going
forward.

Kevin Sexton, who is also chairman of the
GAA Sport and Recreational committee,
outlined that there is a strong link between
the GAA and its five official charities. Notably,
that the charities fundamentally exist to help
communities and people in need at large, and
that - from a GAA perspective - community is
the very heartbeat of the organization; where
members well-being is paramount. It was
therefore important that the GAA recognize
the valuable work that the charities do on a
daily basis, and how extremely important that
work s to oursociety as a whole.

Managing this national event took an
exceptional collective team effort in terms of
event preparation. This is an important point
to note, as it shows the level of openness,
encouragement and help that exists

within the GAA and Croke Park staff body.
Logistically it was challenging but, all in all, - it
was a roaring success. The committee’s main
objectives were to ensure that everyone was
safe and comfortable along the way —and

GAA staff members raised €25,000 for five charities.

thankfully everyone made it the full distance
unscathed.

The feedback received from those who
took part in the cycle was very positive

and highlighted the benefits of holding
activity based events. Several different
people commented on how the cycle had
re-lit a fitness flame that they thought had
long since blown out, or how they now feel
invigorated and inspired to reconnect with

movement, healthy eating, and fitness.
Others loved the training aspect of it and
surprised themselves by completing the
full distance. Furthermore, the staff group
received a huge level of support online
via social media as well as numerous (and
generous) sponsorship donations. This all
bodes well for future events, and the GAA
Sport and Recreational committee are
already underway with plans of another
outing in April 2018.
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DEVELOPMENT FUND OPEN FOR DEPOSITS FROM CLUBS

he Development Fund is a
Deposit and Loan Scheme
which was set up to help .
provide finance for Clubs when .
purchasing and developing grounds and
facilities.

Clubs should be aware that the !
Development Fund is open for
deposits.

- Interest is 1.9% on Deposits and Loans
- No DIRT (Deposit Interest Retention Tax) )
- Lotto Jackpots would be a good place for

Clubs to start when depositing into the Fund

The fund is not currently open for loans
but efforts are underway to reopen it with
the help of deposits from Clubs. A separate
sterling Development Fund will also be

set up in the near future, to help combat
exchange rates.

Clubs which have deposited money into the
scheme will have priority when it comes to
obtaining loans from the fund.

Deposit Forms are available from GAA ! " :/ N \\
National Finance in Croke Park, to request —’m aa e m m aa.ile f‘a-ie
one, please email kathy.slattery@® ® % gas C& J 9

gaa.ie or rebekah.evans@gaa.ie

R
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A NEW OPTION FOR YOUR GAA CLUB TRUSTEE

The Corporate Trustee is now an option for
Clubs, when considering appointment of
Trustees of Clubs.

lontaobhas Corpardideach
Chumann Ldthchleas
Gael Teoranta 99

The Corporate Trustee is a separate legal
entity, a Trust Company, called “lontaobhas
Corpardideach Chumann Luthchlease Gael
Teoranta”, set up by the GAA. The Trust
Company holds the property for and on
behalf of the Club.

There are three options available to clubs:

Clubs can now opt to hold property through

the Corporate Trustee. Holding property OPTION 1- Clubs may elect to do nothing and

through the Corporate Trustee does not to continue to hold Club property through Should Clubs want to know
affect the ownership in any way but can personal Trustees. more information or wish to
have advantages in the way of continuous appoint the Corporate Trustee
amendments to the title is avoided when OPTION 2- Clubs may elect to introduce a Ppth h |dP tact th ’
trustees die or retire. This will save on partial change in that case property is held by " eys ?ll LU L L
Legal costs to the Club. This also takes a combination of personal trustees and the National Finance Department
the pressure off of individual Trustees Corporate Trustee. of Croke Park,

and avoids the publishing of names Tel: 01 8363222

should court proceedings take place. The OPTION 3- Clubs may elect to have property

Corporate Trustee is optional. held only through the Corporate Trustee.
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Thankyou to all of those who have contributed to this month’s edition of the GAA Club
Newsletter. Your feedback is welcome and any comments, suggestions or queries should be
directed to

Produced by the GAA Communications Department in Croke Park, Edited by
Cian O Murchadha and designed by DBA Publications in Blackrock, Co Dublin.
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